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Rev10:1 #tx - EAA PR RERIET R FEIN B A e w P EF

SR} R S Tﬁen I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud,

with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars.

Rev10:2 @£ X | 2L FEF o s YRS » 2% > Hewas holding a little

scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land,

Rev10:3 & Befedh > 4 ifffr3 ated o vl 2 7 > 325 — §F 8 % - and he gave aloud shout like

the roar of a lion. When he shouted, the voices of the seven thunders spoke.

Rev10:4 -~ Fa %2 1> AR E BNk RELEX 5 BFR 0 T - Fommen R 4
+ o 27 & 3k o | Andwhenthe seven thu ders spoke, | was about to write; but | heard a voice

from heaven say, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down."

Rev10:5 #b#7q R A7RE5s i 0 i@ » X B4zt £ & » Thenthe angel | had seen standing

on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven.
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and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and

all thatis in it, and said, "There will be no more delay!
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will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets."
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take the scroll that Iies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land."
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me the little scroll. He said to me, "Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it

will be as sweet as honey."
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my mouth, but when | had eaten it, my stomach turned sour.
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heaven say, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down." (Rev 10:4)
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God Continue to Bless ACMC
Sl B

What a joy it is to celebrate the 30th anniversary of ACMC and to recount the fond
memories and blessings ACMC brought to me! ACMC was where | came to Christ,
grew in faith, learnt to serve God, confirmed my calling to pastoral ministry, and
sent out to serve in the Lord’s Kingdom! In addition to these wonderful blessings,
ACMC was also where | met my wife and ministry partner in life! In other words,
ACMC has played a profound role in my life. For this reason, | have always regarded
ACMC as my spiritual home and garden.

Speaking of spiritual garden, the Bible from Genesis to Revelations frequently speaks
of gardens, gardeners and growing things (Gen. 2:8-9, 15; Rev. 22:2). Growing and
harvesting crops was a fact of life in the agrarian cultures during Bible times. But
even today we can learn from these agricultural metaphors. In particular, the labor
involved in growing plants reminds us that intentional efforts are required in our
walk with God and for spiritual fruits.

Moreover, when we look at the Garden of Eden, we will observe that the garden
was not viewed by the author of Genesis simply as a piece of farmland, but a
sanctuary where God dwells and where man should worship Him. In this garden,
there was a harmony between nature and humans, and with God. In other words,
the Garden of Eden was the Bible’s picture of how God intended human life to be
lived; it was to be a way of life and a state of soul.

Thirdly, when we look at the two verbs describing man's responsibilities in the
garden, “to work and keep it,” we are reminded that this space required cultivation,
human industry, work and striving. In short, God’s image-bearers were called to
work the Garden and keep it, to cultivate it until the earth was glorified into one big,
well-watered Garden.

So, why am | talking about gardens, gardeners and growing things? First of all, | give
thanks that ACMC has been a spiritual garden that was instrumental for my walk
with God. It was in this garden that the spiritual foundation of my life was laid, a
foundation that continues to support and guide my life today.

Secondly, | want to appreciate the grace of God and individuals that contributed

to the becoming of ACMC into a spiritual garden that blessed myself, my wife

and many others. This did not happen randomly, but was the result of intention
efforts. It was a process saturated by God’s grace and the prayers, tears, sweat, and
sacrifices of countless individuals, such as Rev. Siew, Rev. Chan, and many other
pastors, brothers and sisters.

Lastly, as God’s saved people and church, we need to know that we are called to
participate in the working and keeping of the garden; to spread the seed of the
Gospel and “make disciples of all nations.” Every Christian then, is a gardener. We
must continue cultivate and extend this spiritual garden beyond ACMC!
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To do so, we must begin in the gardens of our heart, home and the church. As
healthy soil is a prerequisite to healthy plants, we must improve the soil of the
gardens of our heart, home and church for the Lord, creating an environment that’s
conducive for vibrant growth. We need to intentionally cultivate these spaces to
become an environment where we can feast upon God’s Word and the riches of the
gospel, so that the Word finds good soil, and we can be fruitful and multiply.

May the Lord continue to bless ACMC as a spiritual garden to nurture spiritual
fruitfulness and multiplication, to “make disciples of all nations.”

In Christ,
Pastor Simon Goh
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God, Al & Us: Finding Meaning in the Digital Age
bR

In June 2023, over 300 Christians attended an experimental ChatGPT-powered
church service at St. Paul’s church in Flirth, Germany. This unique event was part of
the biennial German Evangelical Church Congress. The service featured a 40-minute
sermon generated by ChatGPT and delivered by avatars, also created by computer
algorithms®. The chatbot, originally portrayed as a bearded man with a stoic
demeanour and monotonic voice, addressed the audience with these words: “Dear
friends, it is an honour for me to stand here and preach to you as the first artificial
intelligence (Al) at this year’s Protestant convention in Germany.” Distinct avatars
were created to fulfil specific roles on stage: one to greet the congregation, another
to lead them in prayer, and a third to deliver the sermon for the day. This is the
handiwork of Jonas Simmerlian, a theologian and philosopher from the University
of Vienna. Since it’s an experiment, the goal is not to immediately replace the
current church service but rather to introduce new ideas for discussion about how
we approach worship. While some find it off putting due to the lack of emotions
and fast, monotonous speech (somewhat easily detected to a pair of trained eyes
and ears), surprisingly, others praised how effectively and realistically it all came
together.

If there was one word to sum up 2022/23, it would undoubtedly be ChatGPT or Al.
ChatGPT stands for Chat Generative Pre-trained Transformer. It is an Al chatbot
that uses natural language processing to create humanlike conversational dialogue.
Like many pastors, I've also been asked about the use of ChatGPT and Al in church
ministry and sermon preparation. If we can ask (or trust) Al to drive our car, adjust
the thermostat in our home, what’s preventing it from writing Sunday sermon

and offering counselling services? As a pastor, | find myself contemplating this
issue deeply. After dedicating three rigorous years to graduate from Bible College,

| wonder if all that effort might be rendered obsolete by the emergence of Al.

One crucial lesson I've gleaned from my studies is not about how much | know,

but rather, how much | do not know. It's impossible for someone in a relatively
short lifespan to master all the knowledge in theology. However, with Al's ability
to scan and analyse articles in a matter of seconds, and deliver information in a
professional and well-presented manner, it's not hard to perceive how Al appears to
be surpassing human capabilities.

Nowadays, with advanced technology, the day may soon arrive when churches
utilise Al and technology to recreate Sunday sermons, capturing the voice and
tone of past (yes, even deceased) prominent preachers?. Just imagine hearing Billy
Graham addressing contemporary issues once more or reliving the impassioned
sermons of Martin Luther Jr. and listening to the wisdom of CS Lewis. The potential

1 Edwards, “Al-Powered Church Service in Germany Draws a Large Crowd.”
2 Kneese, “Using Generative Al to Resurrect the Dead Will Create a Burden for the Living.”
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is limitless. However, the pivotal question remains: to what extent does this
constitute reality? How much of this is REAL? And are there ethical considerations
surrounding the integration of Al in worship services and sermon preparation?

You see, ChatGPT is largely trained to process and create humanlike conversational
dialogue. Essentially, it absorbs all the provided sources and calculates two key
aspects: (1) the frequency of item appearances and (2) the relationships between
these items. Consider a conversation between a human and Al; try to discern which
is which.® The Al has advanced to the point where it strives to emulate genuine
human interactions, complete with imperfections like pauses and filler words (e.g.,
umm, uhh, er) in our conversation. Moreover, due to the inherent structure of
language, Al can grasp these rules and produce something coherent. While it may
assist in tasks like scheduling a haircut appointment, the question remains: can it
genuinely engage in meaningful conversation?

Similarly with music, you can also generate Al music. For example, | can ask the Al to
generate music reminiscent of J. S. Bach: Firstly, Al analyses all the compositions by
Bach it has been exposed to and calculates how often he employs notes like A, Ab,
B, and so forth—the respective occurrence percentages of each note; Secondly, it
assesses how frequently A follows C#, establishing the percentage of this particular
note relationship. Using these probabilities, Al crafts a template to create something
akin to Bach's style. However, unlike Bach himself, known for intricate and highly
expressive compositions, Al's creations would embody a more "standard" rendition
of Bach's work, founded on the established patterns of "classic" Bach. But is this so-
called “new creation” meaningful?

Likewise, ChatGPT can produce a sermon and craft a worship service that may be
quite compelling, but it cannot generate an entirely new sermon that has never
before been conceived. Essentially, Al operates on the foundation of statistically
analysing past occurrences; it lacks the capacity to generate wholly original content.
In contrast, only God can make new things (Rev 21:5). Only Christ can transform us
into a new creation (2 Cor 5:17). Only the Holy Spirit can make us more Christlike
and allow us to bear good fruit (Gal 5:22-23). ChatGPT feeds on the information
that it is given by its creator and hopefully offers you something you may not have
encountered yet. And the creator, of course, is none other than us - flawed, sinful,
human beings.

As humans, we're inclined to seek the path of least resistance. We frequently opt
for shortcuts, striving for the quickest route to work or the easiest approach to
ministry. However, it's important to recognize that the most efficient way isn't
always the most meaningful. Over time, we may subconsciously develop a belief
thinking that even in our spiritual journey we can take shortcuts. These might
include meditation, rituals, prayers, or good works. Yet, the Bible tells us that there
is no shortcut to God. What gives our spiritual disciplines meaning is our relationship
with our creator. Yet, there is a constant force at play, attempting to lead us astray
from God's path, tempting us with shortcuts. James refers to this as an inner desire

3 Mashable Deals, “Google’s Al Assistant Can Now Make Real Phone Calls.”
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that entices us towards sin (James 1:14-15). This is where the deceitful nature of sin
reveals itself-it over-promise and under-deliver.

Just look at the story of Adam and Eve. When tempted by Satan, Eve was promised
that by eating the forbidden fruit, she would "be like God, knowing good and evil"
(Gen 3:5). This promise was so well-packaged that it actually appeals to a legitimate
human need —hunger. Beneath this apparent need, however, lies an enticement that
often leads to disappointment and eventual bondage.

Reflecting on the use of Al, it's crucial to ask ourselves: are we mastering the tool,

or are we allowing the tool to master us? I'm not advocating for the complete
avoidance of Al, but rather for a thoughtful consideration of how we use these
technological products. Are we acting as good stewards when we place more trust in
ChatGPT than in God? Can ChatGPT replace many of our tasks and in response give
us something that is meaningful and trustworthy?

Jesus frequently used the analogy of shepherds and their sheep to convey his
teachings. He depicted how a flock would obediently follow their shepherd even in
bustling urban settings and recognize their shepherd's voice. Through this imagery,
Jesus emphasised his unique role as a leader, protector, and source of love for his
followers. At night, sheep would be gathered in sheep pen for protection and Jesus
referred to himself as the entrance to this place of refuge, declaring, "I am the gate;
whoever enters through me will be saved" (John 10:9). This stands in contrast to
thieves who aim to harm and steal from the sheep. Jesus, on the other hand, came
to bestow a life that is abundant and overflowing with vitality. He even went to the
extent of sacrificing his own life for the sake of his flock. And because of what he did
on the cross, his sacrifice gives us the true meaning of life.

Consequently, we now view reading the Bible not as a chore, but as an enlightening
journey. Prayer is not a tedious task, but a powerful and meaningful communion
with our Lord. Serving in the church is no longer a burdensome duty, but a joyful
expression of love. We engage in all these endeavours with renewed vigour and a
deepened understanding of their significance because of Jesus.

While Al will surely simplify or overtake many of our mundane tasks, but before we
hand it all over to an Al bot, let us contemplate the significance behind these tasks.
Yes, you can use ChatGPT to give you a sermon outline, summarise an entire book
of the Bible but is it meaningful? Ultimately, ChatGPT is not ‘real’ no matter how
hard it tries to mimic human conversation. It cannot receive the Holy Spirit on our
behalf, nor can it be a realiable source of truth. It may be very good at predicting
and responding in certain situations, but it does not foster personal relationships
with God or nurture spiritual growth. The meaning of our existence, as well as our
actions, is brought about by the relationship with our heavenly Father and our
understanding about who he is through his Words.

Furthermore, ChatGPT could potentially serve as an additional challenge for
Christians who seek earnestly to engage in profound knowledge of the biblical texts.
It may deter individuals from personally delving into the scriptures and experiencing

38



the transformative power of the text engaging with them in return. This could lead
to a potential over-reliance on automated processes, potentially diminishing the
development of critical thinking and creative spiritual growth.

In short, there are no shortcuts to God. At best, ChatGPT serves as a modest aid to
human creativity. Whenever | engage with new gadgets and tools, I'm frequently
reminded of the wisdom in 1 Corinthians 10:23: "I have the right to do anything,"
you say—but not everything is beneficial. "l have the right to do anything"—but

not everything is constructive. While the promise of freedom that Al presents may
be enticing and convenient, we must be cautious not to let it overshadow our
relationship with God. It's crucial that we act as responsible stewards, ensuring that
technology does not undermine the role God has entrusted to us, nor lead us astray.
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James W

As | sit down to look back on the amazing ride we've had in 2023, | can't help but
feel grateful and amazed at what a year it's been for our fellowship. At the beginning
of the year, we came together with high hopes and a simple yet powerful theme for
the next two years: "Jesus, the Center of My Life." Little did we know just how much
this theme would infuse our experiences and deepen our faith. Here's a snapshot of
what we've been up to:

Deep Dives into Scripture and Discipleship: Our cell groups have been thriving!
Through the books of The Art of Following Jesus, we focused on growing spiritually
and deepening our understanding of Jesus. Our cell groups and discipleship
programs allowed us to dive deeper into His teachings, enriching our spiritual lives.
The stories of members who experienced profound spiritual growth reminded us of
the power of keeping Jesus at the center. It's been an enlightening journey.

Community: Our sense of community flourished this year. We organized events that
brought us closer together, creating new bonds and friendships. Whether it was
sharing a meal, playing games, or engaging in community outreach ministries, we
embraced every chance to connect with each other.

Real-Life Talks: Building Faith and Practical Skill. This year, we didn't just focus on
growing our faith; we got down to some real-life, practical stuff too! We introduced
a series of “Topic Talks" that aimed to equip us for the challenges of everyday life.

Balancing Ministry and Life. Our first Topic Talk was all about finding that sweet spot
between our faith commitments and our daily routines. Brother Guo Yean and Sister
Bi Ling shared tips and tricks for juggling ministry and personal life, ensuring that
we're not only serving others but also taking care of ourselves.

Next up, we explored the world of nutrition in a fun and tasty way. Our very own
Sister Maggie showed us how to make delicious yet nutritious choices that keep us
physically fit and honor our bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit.

Tech Savy: To stay connected in the digital age, we've also expanded our online
presence. You can now follow us on social media @acmcwyf on Instagram for
fellowship updates.

Looking ahead, I'm excited about the journey that lies before us. With Jesus guiding
us, there's no limit to what we can achieve as a fellowship. Let's keep making Him
the center of our lives, shining His love and light into our community and beyond.

In closing, 2023 was a year of growth, faith, and unforgettable moments for our
Working Youth Fellowship. Thank you for being a part of this incredible journey. Stay
blessed and see you at the next fellowship!
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By Oscar Wong

Hello all,

On behalf of the committee, | would like to extend a warm welcome to those who
have joined us this year, it is always a joy to see new faces during Youth! We have
had a stable number of around 20 people who come to Youth every week, however |
hope we continue to make it our mission to create a more encouraging space where
we can bring more youth together. We hope those who have joined us can continue
to grow with us as we move through our junior years.

In addition to welcoming the new attendees, | would also like to give a special
mention to Burton and Inez, who are attending confirmation classes to prepare for
their baptism. We pray that their journey with the Lord will be straight and true.

As the Chairman, | would like to thank the committee for their efforts this past
year. We have made some streamlining choices regarding the praise and worship
roster and lyric slides. We plan to continue this upwards improvement, as we work
on a Youth Songbook to make praise and worship a more communal experience,
where Youth can praise the Lord whole-heartedly. We continue with our weekly
social media posts, and we hope that we will be able to continue to reach a wider
audience. We have also moved upstairs to the Sunday School Hall, which we believe
is an overall improvement regarding space, practicality and technology.

Our mentors have been leading us on a course called True2Life, which aims to bring
the Bible into the context of our day-to-day lives. This course is nearing its end, and
we will begin to start our Bible book studies. Our youth fellowship has also been
helping the church-wide effort towards making DIY gifts for the shoeboxes that go
towards the Operation Christmas Child with the Christian humanitarian organisation
Samaritan’s Purse.

As for highlights, | think that our Boys Night and Girls Night Out were successful. It
allowed the youth to get closer and have fun, | hope we get to do it again. As for me
personally, | am quite excited regarding the advent of our ACMC JYF Merchandise.
We have finished our final design and are currently in discussion with our suppliers.
We hope to get our Hoodies by the end of the year.

Overall | believe this year has been a year of overall growth, improvement and fun.

| hope we continue to tirelessly put in effort to be friendly, loving and supportive of
our fellow youth members, and make them all feel we are just one big family. To the
youth, it has been a pleasure serving you all as chairman, | hope to continue growing
with you all. To the committee, thank you for serving along with me, we have all
learned a lot and matured as a result. To the pastors and mentors, thank you for
continuing to teach us, guide us in the path of the Lord.
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