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f | were to ask you, what is the highlight moments in
2023? How would you answer? Spend some time to
think and pray about it, ask the Lord.

The Feast of Booths, is one of the three major
festivals that God has given to the Israelites. This
feast is to remember, for the Israelites at the time, a
low and miserable period: they were delivered by
God from Egypt, but they were in the wilderness,
living without stability and rest, they had to put up
tents, each family living in their tents. Yes, they were
like refugees. They escaped from Egypt, were on
their journey towards a beautiful place where they
can call home, but this journey is long and harsh,
lacking in resources, vulnerable to enemies, facing
one after another environment that was strange and
difficult.

The Feast of Booths, is to remember this period of
Highlight moments: “You shall dwell in booths for
seven days. All native Israelites shall dwell in booths,
that your generations may know that | made the
people of Israel dwell in booths when | brought them
out of the land of Egypt: | am the Lord your God.”
(Leviticus 23:42-43)

Yes, although this was a very miserable and
difficult time, but God says, this is definitely not a
time that is not worth remembering. On the contrary,
God wants them to remember it generations after
generations. More than that, it was at the time of
harvest in the land in Canaan (the Feast of Booths is
during their autumn harvest), that God wants them to
remember that they or their ancestors once were
living in booths in the desert.

Dear brothers and sisters, sometime, when you
obey God’s words and guidance, you may suffer pain,
lost, sorrow and tears, but you did not give up, but
continue in the journey of faith. You may have fallen,
or people around you fell, but you still get up, and
“run with endurance the race that is set before us”
(Hebrews 12:1), then, when you have arrived at the
next stop where God has led you, and when you look
back, you have to know and remember, it was Lord
Jesus who carried you at that time, and showed you
by what way you should go (Deuteronomy 1:31-32).

Is Joseph’s highlight moment when he became the
prime minister? | wonder if sometimes he would go by
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himself to the prison cell where he once was kept in,
and sit there for a while, to meditate, to remember
the time when he was lonely, with tears and pain,
and how God was with him, and gave him daily
strength, to forgive, to faithfully do everything he
could do each day.

And which are the highlight moments in Lord
Jesus’ life? For sure, His transfiguration on the
mountain, and His resurrection were glorious
highlight moments. But the Gethsemane, and the
time when He cried loudly on the cross, the glory of
those moments, is not a bit less than the glory of His
resurrection.

Dear brothers and sisters, you could be in a
difficult time as you obey God, you have your
weaknesses and doubts, there are many things that
you cannot change, and you could only wait on God,
and do the things that you can do in this time. But let
us encourage each other, the following things can be
of help to us:

« Spend time to come before God alone, pour out
your heart before Him, let His words strengthen
you and comfort you.

“If | take the wings of the morning and dwell in
the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your
hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall
hold me.” (Psalm 139:9-10)

“For it is you who light my lamp; the Lord my
God lightens my darkness.” (Psalm 18:28)

« Continue to practice the spiritual disciplines
that we have learnt in the discipleship courses:
daily quiet time and prayers, memorizing and
using Bible verses, mutual support of spiritual
companions in fellowships, serving others and
witnessing for Jesus.. (this year we will open
class for discipleship book 1, but we will also
open ‘covenant groups’ for those who had
completed the courses to help us continue
practice what we have learnt).

“the God who equipped me with strength and
made my way blameless. 33He made my feet
like the feet of a deer and set me secure on the
heights. 34He trains my hands for war, so that
my arms can bend a bow of bronze.” (Psalm
18:32-34)

Dear brothers and sisters, sometimes in the
difficulties or bottlenecks that you are facing, you
may need help from a pastor or a counsellor. But even
so, it can not replace the things mentioned above
which we must do. It is only when we utilise these
means of grace given by God, we can turn the days of
booths and desert, to truly becomes our highlight
moments, and we shall remember them and praise
God, in each ‘feast of booths’ in the future days. May
we encourage each other.



Parenting in a Screenistic World
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¢ Ps Wayne Lam

Danger of device

ow do parents nurture well in this generation with

devices at their children’s fingertips and, for
some, at their bedside? Social media lures them to
check their phone. Game apps attract them to stare

and stay on the screens constantly. Furthermore, peer

pressure drives them to keep up with games, social
media, pop culture, the latest trends, etc. Voices
from friends, social media, and the world are
overwhelmingly influential. We are battling against

the tidal wave of liberalism. We are against the odds.

Though we are against the odds, there are some

practical ways we can help our children overcome the

device's alluring power. Frustration may sometimes
get ahead of us, and we jump to a quick conclusion
and decision. Whenever we see our children on

devices, we remove their devices instantly, assuming

they will be on devices for hours. Doing it that way
can be counterproductive. They could use their
device for homework or keep themselves updated
with church-related activities and communication.

Their use is for the right purpose, but we assume it is
for the wrong purpose. As parents, we ought to show

sensitivity, understanding, and patience.

Below is a list of practical ways to help our
children. There is no sequential order to the list.

Practical ways

« Sit down with your children and analyze the
games they play and the social media they
watch often. Lovingly warn them if you find
some materials and images that are harmful.

« Applying time restrictions to your children’s
devices.

 Applying parental control to your children’s
devices.

« Lovingly warn your children of the temptations
of digital images.

« Do outdoor activities with your children.

Overcoming screen by capturing heart
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Parents, don't forget what God's mandate is for
us as parents. In Deuteronomy 6:6-7, "God
instructed us, "And these words that | command
you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, and when you
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and
when you rise."” To instruct our children is God's
command. He did not say you can compromise and
go with the flow. God said we MUST teach them.
God has given us the authority to instruct them. So
don't compromise and relax this authority. What
are the words God commands us to inscribe in our
hearts? Verse 5 clearly states, "You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your might." Our
unwavering and undivided love for Him is the living
command to inscribe in our hearts. It is no use
teaching our children to love God while we follow
the pattern of this world pursuing a success-driven
life.

How do we help our children overcome the
indulgence of the unrealistic, wooing fantasy
digital world of images and win them to Christ?
Applying time restrictions on device use may work.
Warning them of the temptations of digital images
may work. Applying parental control to children’s
devices may work. All these solutions may work for
a short while. But they cannot win them to Christ.
The ultimate solution is our embodiment of God's
love and love for him in our moment-by-moment
interaction with our children. Even when we have
done this perfectly, there is no guarantee that we
can capture our children’s hearts to Christ.
Nevertheless, this is our calling as parents.

Where do we start to grow our love for God?
Read the God's love story in every page of the
Bible. Read them into your heart. Read them to
your children. Fascinate them with your love for
God. Tell them how your heart is won over by
Christ.
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Deuteronomy 33:25: “Your bars shall be iron and
bronze, and as your days, so shall your strength
be.”

euteronomy 33 records the words of blessing

that Moses spoke to each of the tribes of Israel.
These words are not only blessings, but also
promises and prophecies. The second half of
Deuteronomy 33:25 is a familiar verse to us: "...as
your days, so shall your strength be."

Matthew Henry’s said in his commentary on this
verse:

The "day" is often in Scripture put for
the events of the day; it is a promise
that God would graciously and
constantly support under trials and
troubles, whatever they were. It is a
promise sure to all the spiritual seed of
Abraham. Have they work allotted?
They shall have strength to do it. Have
they burdens appointed? They shall
have strength, and never be tempted
above what they are able to bear (1
Corinthians 10:13). [Matthew Henry’s
Commentary on the Whole Bible -
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This verse gives me a lot of comfort. No matter
what the days ahead may be like, the Lord
promises to give me the strength | need to face the
days | am in, so that | have a real reliance in times
of trouble, can calm my inner anxiety, and enjoy
peace.

The longer the days ahead, the longer the
Lord's strength will last. As the Psalmist says in
Psalm 73:26: "My flesh and my heart may fail, but
God is the strength of my heart and my portion
forever."

Therefore, | do not need to worry about
tomorrow, for the Lord will give me strength
according to my needs every day, just as Paul said
in his personal experience in Philippians 4:13: "...I
can do all things through him who strengthens
me."

The Lord Jesus also gives us a sure promise in
John 15:5: "I am the vine; you are the branches.
Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing."

If we spend our days pursuing spiritual growth,
our lives will have power.

If we spend our days studying the word of God,
we will have a deeper knowledge of the Lord and a
better understanding of His will.

If we spend our days praying, we will be able to
better understand the joy of entrusting and
interceding. We will also be able to understand
God's work in our own lives.

If we spend our days in praises, we will be able
to better understand God's greatness and His
abundant love.

If we spend our days being diligent, our ministry
will surely have power and fruitfulness.

If we spend our days in love and forgiveness for
one another, we will be able to maintain unity in
harmony and strive to preserve the unity given by
the Holy Spirit.

If we spend our days giving no ground to the

9
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devil, we will surely be victorious.

If we do not sow to the flesh, we will surely
reap eternal life from the Spirit.

If we do not compromise on the truth, we will
surely not be deceived and will be able to boldly
testify for the Lord.

If we do not live with a heart of discontent, we
will be able to find peace and stability through
prayer.

If we do not often harbour anger, we will be
able to quell strife.

If we do not harbour bitterness, we will be able
to better understand the sacrificial love of Jesus.

The Lord's grace is sufficient for us, and the
Lord's power is made perfect in our weakness.
Since the Lord has promised us, "As your days, so
shall your strength be,"” He will surely provide us
with the strength we need.

With so many promises, my heart can't help but
burst out in praise of Psalm 23: The Lord is my
shepherd; | shall not want; | will fear no evil, God
will never leave me, and He will never forsake me
on the path of grace. If we live by faith, then when
we look back on our years, we will be like David in
Psalm 65:11: "You crown the year with your
bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with
abundance....”

However, the second half of Deuteronomy 33:25
(As your days are, so shall your strength be) is also
proportional to the second half of Galatians 6:7:
"...whatever one sows, that will he also reap..."
Whatever one sows, that will he also reap; as our
days are, so shall our strength be.

If we do not spend our days pursuing spiritual
growth, our lives will naturally be without power.

If we do spend out days studying the word of
God, our knowledge of the Lord will naturally be
superficial.

If we do not spend our days praying, how can
we learn to entrust ourselves to God and
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understand His work in our own lives?

If we do not spend our days in praises, how can
we understand God's greatness and His love?

If we are not diligent in our days, our ministry
will surely be without power and fruitfulness.

If we do not love and forgive one another in our
days, how can we maintain unity in harmony and
strive to preserve the unity given by the Holy
Spirit?

If we give the devil a foothold in our days, our
failure is inevitable.

If we sow to the flesh in our days, we will surely
reap corruption from the flesh.

If we compromise on the truth in our days, we
will surely be deceived and lose our testimony.

If we are always discontent in our days, how can
we learn to pray for peace and stability?

If we are always angry in our days, we will
surely cause strife.

If we are always bitter in our days, how can we
understand the sacrificial love of Jesus?

The simple sentence in the Bible, "As your days
are, so shall your strength be," speaks of many
blessings and warnings. May we keep the word of
God in our hearts, and let it be our daily guide,
help, and warning.
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t the age of forty, | aspire to
live the rest of my life for the
Lord.

Entering my forties, | feel like
| have entered a new stage in
terms of quality of life, career
direction, and life experience.
Although it seems like all the
hard work have gradually led me
to a stable life, things don't
always go our way. For example,
my physical health is declining,
my energy is not what it used to
be, and there’re more and more
troubles to deal with. Life is
busier and requires more
prioritization. The devil's attacks
have not diminished, and it’s
easy to fall if we’re not careful.

| hope to make some
adjustments at this time. | want to use the remaining
time to equip myself well, solidify my spiritual life,
build and lead a family spiritual altar, continue to do
God's work in the church, and share the gospel with
others through work and social interactions.

| personally admire the life of Moses. I’'m deeply
moved by how God led Moses throughout his life.

Although Moses had a special status and was
capable and courageous when he was young, God did
not call him at that time. God may use some
experiences to shape us. He may also let us learn to
let go of our ego, fame, and status, and even
temporarily retreat to the wilderness to learn
humility and trust in Him.

God called Moses at the age of 80 to lead the
Israelites out of Egypt. To outsiders, it seemed like a
very difficult task, thankless and even dangerous.
Although Moses had weaknesses, he had God's help,
and he eventually accomplished the mission that God
entrusted to him through God's guidance. God has His
best arrangements, and it will not be too early or too
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late. It is not because we have to do something for
God, but because God is willing to use us to
accomplish His will.

Thank God for reminding me to take this halftime
break. May I live the rest of my life for the Lord. |
hope to share this brief reflection with you all. May
we also be able to say like Paul when we look back on
our lives, "I have fought the good fight, | have
finished the race, | have kept the faith." (2 Timothy
4:7)
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Liie’s Musings - The Violin Case
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“Mom, look! The violin case and strap are broken
again!"

My son came home from school and pointed to the
broken violin case in frustration. Although it had been
repaired several times, it still didn’t last long, so |
decided to buy a new one!

| searched in the music store, wow! The case the
salesperson pointed to cost more than $200... |
searched and searched, and found one in the corner
for only $100. | bought it right away.

| went home, happy and excited to open the box
and put my violin in it... Suddenly | found:

"Ah! There is a violin inside? How can this be? We
only bought a case, didn't we? My son and | looked at
each other...

A bit miffed, | said, "How can a case cost more
than $100! It's a rip-off! Whatever, let's just say we
bought a violin and got a case for free!"

My son opened his eyes wide and stared at me,
"Mom, this is dishonest and wrong. God will not be
happy with us doing this... You must return it!

He looked righteous. The truth of the Bible he had
been taught shone brightly in his eyes.

Oh! | thought | couldn't stumble others' faith,
especially | had to set an example for my child!

Thinking of this, | had no choice but to say: "Okay!
I'll return it tomorrow” (Actually, | muttered
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reluctantly in my heart)

The next day, | drove to the music store. |
should have gone in, but then | thought, what's the
big deal? It's just a violin case!

| hesitated on the road, but there was a voice in
my heart that kept stirring, as if it was fighting a
tug-of-war with my reason. Until finally, a clear
thought suddenly arose:

For more than $100, do | want to have an
accusation in my heart every time | pass this road,
saying: | stole a violin?

This kind of question seems to be eternal, and |
will have to bear the burden in my heart for a long

time. Wouldn't | feel guilty before God deep down?
Is it worth it?

In the end, | decided to return it!

| opened the door, explained my intention,
picked up the violin, and put it in front of the
clerk...

Unexpectedly, he stared at me with a very
confused look. | thought | didn't express myself
clearly in English, so | repeated it again. He then
opened his mouth and said:

Wait, lady, we didn't sell you a violin case plus a
violin, we sold you a violin plus a case, this violin is
yours, there's nothing wrong with it!

It turned out that this was a misunderstanding.

Fortunately! | made the right decision, | have
peace in my heart, and | am grateful for passing
the test.

Then! There is still a violin at home, without a
case!
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n November 2023, the tech world was rocked by a

major news story: the board of directors of the
artificial intelligence startup OpenAl issued a
sudden statement announcing the dismissal of one
of its co-founders and CEO, Sam Altman. Rumors
circulated that his research initiatives, particularly
in advancing Artificial General Intelligence (AGI),
were actions the board neither knew nor accepted.
AGI, capable of autonomously performing tasks as
well as or even better than humans, had me
pondering whether Al could help Christians
comprehend the meaning of life.

| believe that, for Christians, Al cannot aid in
understanding life's meaning; only through knowing
Jesus Christ can we do so. Among the core
questions of our faith, none is more central than
"Who is Christ?" Matthew 16:13-16 recounts Jesus
personally asking his disciples, "Who do people say
the Son of Man is?" After varied responses, Jesus
asked, "But who do you say | am?" Peter answered,
"You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
Jesus affirmed this, stating it was revealed by his
Father in heaven. This interaction clarifies that
Jesus is the Christ, addressing the core question of
our faith.

Exploring Isaiah's depiction of Christ, we learn
of His divine origin, anointed by the Holy Spirit,
descended from David, the victorious anointed king
surpassing all earthly rulers. He was born of a
virgin, the Son of God, a faithful suffering servant,
becoming the atoning sacrifice, suffering and dying
sinlessly for us. Yet the Lord exalted Him, granting
Him a name above all names. He came and will
come again, bringing complete redemption to all
who believe in Him, heralding the Messianic
Kingdom.
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Isaiah, as a prophetic book in the Old
Testament, elucidates God's relationship with His
people, revealing His judgment and salvation.
Directly quoted or referenced in the New
Testament, Isaiah comprises three main sections.
Chapters 1-35 address contemporary issues and
prophesy Israel's judgment. Chapters 36-39 recount
Hezekiah's story. Finally, chapters 40-66 offer
peaceful prophecies, envisioning the future
blessings of God's people. A central declaration in
this section is the identity of the "servant of the
Lord."” Chapters 40-55 focus on this theme,
culminating in the four Servant Songs.

The fourth Servant Song, spanning Isaiah 52:13
to 53:12, portrays the servant’s redemptive work
and victory. Notably, verses 53:10-12 directly
reveal Jesus Christ's relationship with every
Christian: He suffered, resurrected from death,
becoming our atoning sacrifice. Through faith in
Him, we are justified, and He serves as our
mediator with God. The suffering servant triumphs
here, overcoming death, offering hope to us
sinners through His victory.

1. The risen Christ saved you and me. Isaiah 53:10

1.1 Christ suffered for you and me

"Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he
has put him to grief." The Chinese Union Version of
the Bible juxtaposes "determined” with "pleased,”
which is the same meaning. It can be seen that the
extreme suffering and death endured by the
servant was the will of God. God accomplished His
purpose through the suffering of the servant. Christ
did not commit any sin, yet He bore our sins. We,
like sheep, have gone astray, but God laid all our
sins upon Christ.

1.2 Christ is the atoning sacrifice for you and me

Translating "when his soul makes an offering for
guilt,” from Hebrew can actually be done in three
ways. The translation method adopted by the New
International Version emphasizes that behind the
servant's salvific work, God is the true operator.

Another emphasis in this verse is the "guilt
offering.” If we study Leviticus 4, we will
understand that the guilt offering is not voluntary
but a requirement of the law for those who have
sinned. When one sins, they must acknowledge
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their sin and take responsibility for the
consequences of their actions. According to the
law, the guilt offering acceptable to God is a pure
and unblemished lamb. Through this regulation of
offering the guilt sacrifice, God teaches us that for
atonement to occur, there must be a perfect and
blameless ransom to take the place of the sinner in
death. But where can we find this perfect,
blameless, and righteous ransom? The direction of
this search can only be fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
Apart from the Son of God incarnate, there is no
one else qualified.

1.3 The resurrected Christ prospers the gospel in
partnership with you and me

Romans 8:16-17 records, "The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of
God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in
his sufferings in order that we may also share in his
glory.” Therefore, we should know that before
being redeemed by Christ, we were like lost sheep.
After being saved by Christ, we become children of
God. And if we are children, then we are heirs.

Christ died for us but returned from death. His
death and resurrection bring salvation not at a
single moment or event but have continuous
effects. If Christ had not been resurrected, how
could He see all of us, the descendants who are
willing to accept Him as the atoning sacrifice and
believe in His name? He possesses eternal life and
can be forever with those who are reborn and
saved throughout the generations, including us. We
are co-heirs with Him, sharing in the glory of God's
kingdom. We advance God's great mission with
Christ, which is God's will and His pleasure. The
gospel will prosper and flourish under Christ's
watch.

2. We have a diiferent liie because of our faith in Christ.
Isalah 53:11

If verse 10 is a prophecy of the Father regarding
the redemption of Christ, then verse 11 is a
prophecy of the Father regarding us, the redeemed
who live in the grace of Christ. Commentators
generally agree that, metaphorically, the meaning
of 'light’ refers to the result of joy and happiness.
Just as Jesus Christ said in his prayer to God after
the Last Supper and before parting with his
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disciples, 'l glorified you on earth, having
accomplished the work that you gave me to do.’
Christ is satisfied because of the accomplishment
of God's work that he sees.

What is it that makes Christ ‘satisfied? This
verse goes on to explain that it is ‘many people’
who are declared righteous because of knowing
Christ. ‘Many people’ are the key words that echo
at the beginning and end of the fourth Servant
Song, referring to those who benefit from the
suffering of God's servant, Jesus Christ. It refers to
the people whom Christ intended to save. These
are the ones Jesus mentioned in John 6:37, 'All
that the Father gives me will come to me, and
whoever comes to me | will never cast out.." Christ
covers us, the 'many people,’ with his robe of
righteousness and intercedes for us sinners.

It is God who speaks the words by his
knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
make many to be accounted righteous'. This
statement indicates that salvation is entirely
prepared by God. You and | are both among these
many graced individuals. If we look at other
chapters of Isaiah, in God's prophecies, ‘many
people’ are described as having various attitudes
when facing Christ, such as ‘astonishment,’
‘'silence,’ 'disbelief,’ ‘turning away," and
'misunderstanding.’ Such attitudes are common in
real life. However, we, the chosen ones, are
justified by knowing Him, accepting Him as the
Lord of our lives, which is indeed the great grace
of God.

Finally, in this verse, we hear God telling us that
Christ bore our sins. Our lives have been different
since the moment we knew Him and accepted Him.
The burden of a thousand pounds is lifted, and we
can run lightly on the path of pursuing the true
meaning of life. God holds and cares for His
people, and He sent Christ to bear our pains and
carry our offenses. He endured beatings on our
behalf. He willingly accepted this suffering. He is
willing to bear our sorrows, grief, and illnesses.
Christ intercedes for us sinners. Christ received the
lashes, but we received healing. We should be
grateful at all times for the new life we have.
Glory be to God."

3. Christ Is the assurance to bring you and me into glory.
Isalah 53:12
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Christ died for our sins and rose from the dead,
allowing us to be justified before God. Through
faith in Christ, we stand justified before Him,
becoming "great” like Him in God's eyes. This
victory, as summarized in Isaiah 53:12, is achieved
through four actions of Christ. Firstly, He willingly
sacrificed His life, obeying the Father's will to save
us. Secondly, He associated Himself with sinners,
calling us His brothers in need of salvation. Thirdly,
He bore the sins of many, becoming our atoning
sacrifice. Lastly, He interceded for transgressors,
ensuring reconciliation between us and God.

Over 20 years of faith, Jesus Christ has led me
through various experiences, demonstrating His
redemption. Without His salvation, | might have
succumbed to worldly desires or even faced
imprisonment as a result. After accepting Him as
my Lord, I’ve had profound experience of His care,
and Him guiding my family through many
challenges. He transformed not only me but also
my family’s lives. | believe He is always with me,
and with Him as the mediator | have access to God.
Together, my family and my parents will come
before God to praise and glorify Him.

May we always remember our initial love for
God, seeking wisdom to know Him afresh through
the Father, Holy Spirit, and Christ. Let us cherish
this treasure in our hearts, abide by the Bible,
understand Christ through the Christology
presented in the Scriptures, and let our lives be
transformed. Let us bear witness to Christ in our
lives, exalt the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
glorify Him!
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¢ Chloe Chee

Before Urban (Student Life’s Urban Project), | was
extremely hesitant to share my faith with non-

Christians out of fear and implicit bias against others.

This was enough to diminish the desire to tell all of
God’s abounding love and goodness that He had
shown in my life in 2023. However, Urban has truly
humbled and convicted me, and opened my eyes to
just how urgently people needed God and | could not
let my fear and prejudice stop me from sharing His
precious word.

I’ve heard so many heartbreaking life stories from
outreach and it has shaken me how similar their
stories and experiences were to mine. | had the
privilege of bearing witness to a lady named Bobby.
There was so much pain and exhaustion behind her
eyes. Her desire for there to be unity and peace
within her family and her readiness to leave behind a
godless life hit close to home. Bobby’s story mirrored
mine in many ways and | truly began to understand
how important it was that God’s good news was
spread.

By His grace, she decided to accept Christ and
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follow Him during our New Year’s outreach. This
experience showed me that every time | share
God’s word with someone, God is using me to show
others the same grace, love and peace He showed
me. We all need God more than we will ever know
and should not give the enemy a foothold to
prevent us from doing what honours God.
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¢ Eliza Chin

e had set up our sausage sizzle stand outside

the Civic when this young lady appeared out
of nowhere. “I’m not a Christian, but | really
connect with the way that you’re giving out free
food to anyone who wants it. Do you need any
help?” It turned out that she had grown up in
Germany and had been backpacking around
different countries for the past year. “l haven’t had
the chance to talk much about it, but | grew up
with a lot of fear surrounding religion and | can’t
even step into a church today without a dread
overwhelming my heart.”

Isn’t that so sad? And yet, is it really that
uncommon of a story?

The crowds in Auckland don’t know God for
many reasons. Some have been hurt by the church.
Others are committed to a particular religion
because of their culture. Still yet are more who
aren’t interested in anything they cannot see.
We’ve talked to a tourist convinced that they must
curry favour with a higher being by doing good
works, a businessman who smiled brightly while
describing his hard-earned wealth and smiled
politely at the word “Christian”, a homeless person
who considered Jesus one among many gods, a
scared woman experiencing spiritual attacks... and
a high school student who had never heard of the
gospel before and wanted to know more.

“We have been abundantly and undeservedly
blessed in knowing God, not by anything that
we’ve done, but fully because of His grace.”

We have also been commanded to take part in
the Great Commission. The reality is that your
neighbour, or boss, or grandmother could be
utterly lost and broken within, but “how can they
call on him to save them unless they believe in
him? And how can they believe in him if they have
never heard about him? And how can they hear
about him unless someone tells them? And how will
anyone go and tell them without being sent?”
(Romans 10:14-15).
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love church camp. It was where | accepted Christ.

It’s a good way to retreat from our daily life, get
to know each other better, have some fun, pause
and deepen our relationship with God.

While camp creates a good environment for
people to draw closer with each other and with
God, if individuals are not taking away goals
applying the learning from it, it can easily be
turned into a one-off stimulation event, then easily
forgotten when we go back to our normal life.

Thanks to everyone contributed to the planning
and execution of this camp. It was a long due
event, especially due to COVID-19. | believe it was
a good timing, may not be perfect for youth that
having their exams. We started planning back in
2022, rescheduled due to the clash with CMCNZ co-
worker camp. We tried to have an informal
gathering in early 2023, it was cancelled due to
Cyclone Gabriel. Finally we had it over the labour
weekend, between 20-22 October, blessed with the
good weather, with 102 people attended
comprising 53 adults, 27 youth and 22 children.

We adopted our church biannual theme as the
camp theme (Abide in Christ, Live by Faith, Serve
in Unity) in a way to really embed our church
goals. The message also fits well with our current
church building/ renovation/ fundraising status,
giving us the strength and wisdom to overcome the
challenging times ahead.

| want to specially thank Ps Wayne and
Josephine for coming up with the special youth
topics (Are we confused with our identity?) and
(How to navigate your boundary?). They are very
relevant topics to the challenges we face - in our
family, at school, at work etc - that we can easily
swayed if our faith is not deeply rooted in God.

A special thank to Andrew Ramsbottom from
Scripture Union whom facilitated our children
ministry, with different activities for our children
to learn and grow, while allowing our parents to
enjoy the talks.

Carey Christian Park is a very suitable campsite,
it has a wide range of indoor and outdoor facilities
for us to enjoy. The Camp Wide Relay was a key
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highlight for people to bond, to get to know the
different side of people personality, for people to
help each other to get through the tasks. If we are to
go back to Carey Christian Park, we could extend our
outdoor activities to two afternoon sessions, allowing
more time to complete the tasks.

The camp ended with the talent show, with a lot
of laughs, followed by the children presentation. It
was a great reminder for us to let Holy Spirit to work
in us, to bear the Fruits of the Holy Spirit.

Lastly, | want to share the lyric of this song:

Oh! how good it is when the family of God
dwells together in spirit, in love and
unity; where the bonds of peace, of
acceptance and love, are the fruits of His
presence here among us...

| pray that our bonds extents beyond this camp,
we abide in Christ in our daily life, we root deeply in
the words of God, we live and walk by faith despite
the potential challenges to come, we serve in unity as
a church.

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when
brothers dwell in unity.” Psalm 133:1
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Oh How Good It Is % | =4 Tt !

Words and Music by KEITH GETTY, KRISTYN GETTY, STUARTTOWNEND and ROSS HOLMES

Translated by Nick Wong

Verse 1 &% —

Oh how good it is, when the family of God,

dwells together in spirit, in love and unity;

! EFLH! Y EFmILL,

EREMERERE, AEECRE

Where the bonds of peace, of acceptance and love,
are the fruits of His presence here among us.
DAFHEA, HKEERE,
REERMNFAFERT

So with one voice we’ll sing to the Lord, and with one heart we’ll live out His Word

HNFE R EZHERFA BT A E

Til the whole world sees the Redeemer has come, for He dwells in the presence of His people.

HEAHANKBEE ORI, EMAEEMEEETH

Verse 2 % —
Oh how good it is on this journey we share,

to rejoice with the happy and weep with those who mourn.

R EHTH! EFRE K,

52 R5#FRE, GRGFFEL

For the weak find strength, the afflicted find grace,
when we offer the blessing of belonging.
HEANE, REFREE,

LRAME FRBBEA R HF

Verse 3 & =i

Oh how good it is to embrace his command,
to prefer one another, forgive as he forgives.
! EIF L REATEEE,
FIEREBMA, AT

When we live as one we all share in the love,
of the Son with the Father and the Spirit.
LEMEe—, —FAsFXZE,
MERETERINE
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Dear Wen He,

Mom, Dad, and your sister attended a three-day,
two-night camp by RCMC from October 20 to 22,
2023, during New Zealand's Labour Day weekend.

On Friday afternoon at 5pm, your sister picked us
up after work and drove us straight to Carey Park
Christian Camp in Henderson. We had a delicious
dinner at the camp before 6:30pm.

Before the sun set, we strolled around the
campsite and found a winding stream. The sunset
dyed the sky red and reflected on the stream.

Not far away, the younger ones gathered around
the campfire (under parental supervision), eagerly
roasting and eating marshmallows. Yes, you read
that right, roasting marshmallows, just like you used
to enjoy as a child. The evening breeze carried a
sweet scent...

The next day, the camp was divided into 9
groups. We formed a group with 2 other families and
competed with others. Our competitions included
walking on a plank, playing on the flying fox, balloon
hopping, eating onions, and shooting air guns... A
lovely brother and sister in our group participated in
all activities. They were very well-behaved and
cute. During the talent show on the third day, they
performed enthusiastically, pretending to chop
vegetables with their little hands and serving me
food from time to time. Looking at them, |
remembered that you and your sister also used to
help me with housework when you were little.

You have also seen the photos | sent you. Your
sister and Dad were much better than me in various
fun activities. Church friends took the initiative to
chat with them and care for them. There were 3
short talks on the theme of the camp, and your
sister and Dad both participated in the sharing and
discussion. You can ask them how they felt.

What impressed me the most was the first talk:
"What is your relationship with Christ?" Son, do you
know how to determine that?

The pastor said that this relationship is not based
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on self-feeling or miracles, but on whether you listen
to God's words and follow His will in love. Moreover,
in the relationship with Christ, it is not just us
pursuing Him unilaterally. Christ reveals Himself to
us, coming to us first and loving us.

You know, when Mom is wronged and treated
unfairly, she will be very unhappy and even angry.
However, God's words require us of this: even when
treated unfairly, we should not retaliate, but gently
treat others with the right attitude for their benefit.
This is something | need to start from within our
family, being gentle. You can supervise me. Of
course, | also need to work hard on my own.

Mom really hopes that you can also find a loving
church like us, participate in various activities, not
only be fed by God's words, but also build good
friendships with others.

| hope everything is going well with your work!
When are you coming back to Auckland? Mom misses
you. Praying for you.

Love,
Mom

Serving Testimony 2=k

+ Emily Wong

Being involved in the church music ministry is
such a blessing, as | get to serve alongside our
brothers and sisters in Christ who are gifted in
different aspects.

Last year was especially challenging for me as |
was one of the choir leaders, and | get to choose
our presentation songs, lead choir practices and
conduct the choir. For me these are new
challenges, and it gives me many concerns (am |
really suitable for this role, do | have enough
knowledge to lead well, am | giving clear
instructions etc.).

One of the lessons that I’ve learnt is to trust
God wholeheartedly. Through many events, |
gradually learnt to leave all my burdens and
worries to God, as in the end He is in control of
everything, not me (Psalm 37:5 - Commit your way
to the Lord; trust in Him, and He will act). May
sound easy, but sometimes it’s hard when we’re
engrossed in a worldly environment, surrounded by
worldly values and perspectives. | often remind
myself that God has prepared everything for us,
and what | need to do is pray to Him often. If I'm
worrying too much, that means I’m not trusting
God entirely, and sometimes this leads to self-
centeredness - I’m not humble enough and have
put myself in front of God. Of course, this does not
only apply to church ministry, but also to our daily
lives. Therefore leave all our troubles and worries
to our Almighty God, as He is our Rock and our
Redeemer, and seek first the kingdom of God, and
His righteousness. May whatever that we do
glorifies the name of our Lord.

”| love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my
rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my
rock, in whom | take refuge, my shield, and the
horn of my salvation, my stronghold. | call upon
the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and | am
saved from my enemies.“ Psalm 18:2-3
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A Reflection zF8

+ Samuel Wong

ow, what a year 2023-2024 has been. 2023 marked

the beginning of a new term for a newly elected
team of LCEC members, myself included. That means
the beginnings of new challenges along with a time of
reflection. Here are the 3 things | learned about myself
as | embark on this new beginning as a member of the
Church LCEC and as a member of the Body of Christ.

Reflection 1: Understanding Mysel

As a member of The Body of Christ and as an LCEC
member, there are often plenty of times where | reflect
on what | have achieved at Church and my relationship
with my fellow Brothers and Sisters in Christ. During
one of the English Fellowship men’s gatherings, the
question asked was “what is your weakness?” This is a
question that is bound to place someone in a
vulnerable position as it is unnatural to admit to others
what we see as weaknesses or faults within ourselves.
My answer to this question is that | take pride in the
decisions that | make and when things don’t go my way
| feel dejected. This is a wrong mentality in that not
everything in the Ministry can go by my standards and
sometimes things do not go according to plan. | learnt
that there are times where | have to learn that being
humble is the only way forward and that being humble
can allow me to become a better person and for me to
become someone that a team can trust.

Reilection 2: Understand what it means to be a Team Player

As a LCEC member and as a committee member
serving on the English Fellowship Committee, |
understand that | have to learn how to cooperate and
collaborate with others. As a big fan of movies, there
are many instances in movies where characters have to
cast aside their own ideas for the benefit of others and
the collective. In the 2019 movie “Avengers:
Endgame”, the characters of Iron Man and Captain
America reunite as a team to take on the threat of the
villain Thanos as a collective (Russo and Russo 2019).
This reunion of characters come off the back of a
conflict both characters were involved in during the
events of the 2016 movie “Captain America: Civil War”
(Russo and Russo 2016). Another instance can be found
in the 2013 movie “Pacific Rim”. In Pacific Rim, the
character of Stacker Pentecost enters into the
command of a Jaeger in the movie’s climactic final
battle despite knowing that operating a Jaeger would
kill him as he suffers from radiation illness (del Toro
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2013). These instances show that it is vital for
individuals to cast aside their own interests for the
benefit of the collective. It is also a reflection that
operating as a collective yields better results than
working alone.

Reilection 3: Understanding my Role

As a LCEC member and someone involved in
Church activities, what | say and do will always be
viewed under a microscope whether it's by fellow
executive members or Church members. Not only do
my actions serve as a representation of myself but
also a representation of the Church. In the 2005
movie “Batman Begins” directed by Christopher
Nolan, the character of Batman/Bruce Wayne in the
movie’s climax says ‘it’s not who | am underneath,
but what | do that defines me’ (Nolan 2005). This
quote has always struck me in that people will judge
what | do especially as a Church executive member
and as a representative of the Church. This forces me
to be on my best behavior at all times to ensure that
my words and deeds are not only pleasing to others
but to God as well.

(losing Thoughts

2023-2024 has been a year of challenges, new
beginnings, and reflections. | hope and pray that |
can use the lessons that | have learnt in the past year
to grow in character, stature, and maturity in Christ.
| leave with you all yet another movie reference. In
the 2022 movie “The Batman” directed by Matt
Reeves, the title character of Batman/Bruce Wayne
lives a life of seclusion upon the death of his parents.
However, in the movie’s climax he breaks out of his
self secluded lifestyle and brings forth hope in place
of seclusion and isolation (Reeves 2022). | pray that
we as a Church and as a Body of Christ can grow in
maturity, and stature not for ourselves but for the
Glory of God. Let me finish with a Bible verse. The
book of 2nd Corinthians chapter 13 verse 11 says
‘Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration,
comfort one another, agree with one another, live in
peace; and the God of love and peace will be with
you’.

In Christ Alone
Samuel Wong
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* [EGT / David Lok [

Matthew 9:36-37: “When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then
he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few;”

hen | first read the Gospel as a new believer,

one particular sentence stood out to me:
"When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for
them, because they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd." Especially the
phrase "harassed and helpless” resonated deeply
with me, reflecting the plight of the poor. Now, |
understand its profound spiritual significance, but
back then, it reminded me of my childhood on the
outlying islands of Singapore, where life was simple
yet challenging. Though not in extreme poverty, the
days when my parents toiled hard but still faced
financial constraints left a lasting impression on me.

Given the context at that time, Matthew Henry's
commentary mentions:

They fainted; they were destitute,
vexed, wearied. They strayed, so some;
were loosed one from another; The staff
of bands was broken, Zec. 11:14. They
wanted help for their souls, and had
none at hand that was good for any
thing. The scribes and Pharisees filled
them with vain notions, burthened them
with the traditions of the elders,
deluded them into many mistakes, while
they were not instructed in their duty,
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nor acquainted with the extent and
spiritual nature of the divine law;
therefore they fainted; for what spiritual
health, and life, and vigour can there be
in those souls, that are fed with husks
and ashes, instead of the bread of life?
Precious souls faint when duty is to be
done, temptations to be resisted,
afflictions to be borne, being not
nourished up with the word of

truth. [Matthew Henry - commentary on
Matthew 9:36]

Many marginalized individuals and families
struggle to keep up with societal changes, and as a
result face financial constraints, broken families,
and their children do not grow up in a conducive
environment. They need help, and crave it, but how
many actually receive it? And how many people
extend help to those at the bottom of society?
Perhaps the scene of a large crowd seeking to follow
Jesus at that time mirrors this plight, as they saw
the miracles Jesus performed, knowing that perhaps
someone could help them (John 6:2: "And a large
crowd was following him, because they saw the
signs that he was doing on the sick."). Jesus also
knew that they followed Him not to hear His
teachings about the kingdom of heaven, but to see
miracles and satisfy their hunger (John 6:26: "Truly,
truly, | say to you, you are seeking me, not because
you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the
loaves."). Jesus "had compassion on them because
they were like sheep without a shepherd.” And Jesus'
compassion led to the miracle of feeding 5000
people with five loaves and two fish (Mark 6:34).

For the socially marginalized and impoverished,
their struggle for survival boils down to wanting
three meals a day. Many of them carry family
burdens, lack access to good education, and do not
have a conducive environment, leading to wasted
lives. When we encounter beggars on the roadside,
we may have thought at some point, “They are
young and healthy, why don't they find a job?" There
may be some who are lazy, but more often than not,
they are unable to break free from their
circumstances and become despondent.

When we see the poverty around us, our reaction
may be similar to the disciples asking Jesus, "Shall
we go and spend two hundred denarii on bread and
give them something to eat?" (Mark 6:37). How could
it be enough? Can we solve their problems? Can
helping them now make a lasting difference? Often,
we feel powerless, willing but unable to help,
unable to make a difference, with limited resources
and options.
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Jesus sets an example for us, as He said to His
disciples:

« Seeing the distressed and scattered, He “felt
compassion for them” (Matthew 9:36)

« Seeing them as “sheep without a shepherd”
(Matthew 9:36)

« Seeing the distressed and scattered, He
remarked, The harvest is plentiful, but the
workers are few" (Matthew 9:37)

« Seeing the distressed and scattered, He “began
to teach them many things" (Mark 6:34)

Rev Aaron concluded his Sunday message on
February 11, 2024, by saying, "...God's rising calls us
to how we can help the poor.” (refer to the
“Redeemed and Convenant Keeping Life (Cont.) (6) -
Other Laws”)

The church is venturing into social care ministries,
not to seek good name for RCMC, but to courageously
step beyond our comfort zones and discover the grace
and mission given to us by the Lord.

In our Wednesday prayer meetings, we always
intercede for persecuted Christians living in difficult
circumstances, "harassed and helpless", but they have
Jesus as their shepherd, and they will follow Him
closely. We believe that the Lord will lead them.

At the same time, we also acknowledge the
struggles of many non-believers in turbulent societies
(such as those in the turbulent Myanmar), so that we
can have a deeper understanding of the struggles in
the "harrassed and helpless” environment! Only when
we understand the situation of those who are
"harrassed and helpless”, empathize with them, and
truly understand their difficulties, can we better
understand what Jesus said, "...the harvest is
plentiful, but the workers are few...". According to
Matthew Henry's commentary:

How the case stood; The harvest truly is
plenteous, but the labourers are few.
People desired good preaching, but there
were few good preachers. There was a
great deal of work to be done, and a great
deal of good likely to be done, but there
wanted hands to do it.

Neither Matthew 9:36 nor Mark 6:34 specify what
happened to those who came to Jesus afterwards.
Our actions are simply in response to the Lord's call,
following in the footsteps of Jesus. We have the
example and teachings of Jesus serving as the
blueprint and goal for our social care ministry:

« Truly "have compassion on them," seeing their
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souls through a spiritual lens “like sheep without a
shepherd";

« Respond to the call of "the harvest is plentiful, but
the workers are few";

« Boldly preach the gospel to them, “teaching them
many truths.”

Rev Michael Ke mentioned on February 18, 2024,
"When we do the right thing, we will see God's grace.
There will certainly be difficulties in the process, but
we must have faith in the Lord and pray earnestly day
and night... We think about when we are giving an
account before the Lord, how we wish the Lord to view
our work" (from sermon "Faith Firm, Love Abundant”)

According to Matthew Henry's commentary:

It was a pity when it was so that the
labourers should be so few; that the corn
should shed and spoil, and rot upon the
ground for want of reapers; loiterers many,
but labourers very few. Note, It is ill with
the church, when good work stands still, or
goes slowly on, for want of good workmen;
when it is so, the labourers that there are
have need to be very busy.

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest.
Note, The melancholy aspect of the times
and the deplorable state of precious souls,
should much excite and quicken prayer.
When things look discouraging, we should
pray more, and then we should complain
and fear less.

God is the Lord of the harvest; my Father is
the Husbandman (Jn. 15:1). It is the
vineyard of the Lord of hosts (Isa. 5:7). It is
for him and to him, and to his service and
honour, that the harvest is gathered in. Ye
are God's husbandry (1 Co. 3:9); his
threshing, and the corn of his floor, Isa.
21:10. He orders every thing concerning the
harvest as he pleases; when and where the
labourers shall work, and how long; and it is
very comfortable to those who wish well to
the harvest-work, that God himself presides
in it, who will be sure to order all for the
best.

May the Lord have mercy on us and guide us in the
ministry of social care, helping us to see the needs of
the afflicted. Let us be more earnest in prayer, and
through prayer, gain a deeper understanding of the
Lord's will for RCMC.

"Commissions, given in answer to prayer, are most
likely to be successful.” - Matthew Henry
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¢ Christina Sim

t was 4th November 2019, | was waiting with
great anticipation for my mum'’s call to confirm
her arrival in Auckland.

As | waited anxiously my phone finally rang, |
answered the call but my mum was very quiet. |
immediately felt that something was very wrong.
She couldn't talk. After what seemed ages, she
broke the news that my father had fainted in the
hospital and now he was in a coma. Doctors had
told her to prepare for the worst.

What had happened to my beloved father
impeded my mind. The blow was too difficult to
accept. At this juncture of mixed feelings, | knelt
down and prayed to God. We (siblings) knew there
was nothing much that we could do from afar. We
prayed for divine intervention. Prayers were also
pouring in from across the globe.

| have 2 younger brothers, the elder in Perth
Australia and the younger in Kuala Lumpur.

My mother was all by herself when all of this
took place. | could not imagine these critical hours
between life and death which my father was going
through and the great distress that my mother had
to endure. However, God mobilised his beautiful
people from Emmanuel Methodist Church (EMC),
relatives and friends to accompany her throughout
this difficult journey at the hospitals (Bintulu - Miri
- Sibu - Kuching).

Several hours after the incident first happened,
my father was sent to Miri by an ambulance for an
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emergency neuro operation because the nearest
and only neuro surgeon available was there. My
youngest brother made it just in time to see my
parents off in the ambulance. It was already 8:30
pm. The next day he drove to Miri and to his
surprise, the neuro surgeon was my older brother’s
classmate. He was the one who had performed the
operation that later proved crucial in saving his
life. Later, in the evening my older brother arrived
to join mum and our youngest brother. The next 48
hours were critical for my father. He was diagnosed
to have had a brain aneurysm that had ruptured.
God is merciful. According to the surgeon, my
father was able to respond to simple commands
and there was a flicker of hope. Therefore, without
delay the medical team prepared him to be sent to
Sibu by helicopter for further treatment. However,
God had a better plan and he was sent to Sarawak
General Hospital in Kuching instead. He reached
Kuching on the 8th November 2019. My brothers
and my mum's 2nd brother accompanied my mum
throughout this ordeal. They took a commercial
flight to await my dad’s arrival at the hospital. |
was told that he was a hanging on by a very slim
thread then.

My husband and | only arrived on 17th November
2019 because | was recovering from a miscarriage.
When we reached Kuching, | was so tired but | was
relieved that finally | was with my mum and my
brothers. Able to see my father once a day was so
comforting as | was still recovering physically.

After more than 20 days in coma, my father was
discharged from the Neurosurgical (HDU) ward and
transferred to the Geriatric Ward at Samarahan,
Kuching.

Indeed, it has been a tough and unforgettable
journey! My brothers and husband needed to go
back to their respective places of work, leaving
mum and myself to care for my father. He
continued to receive his rehabilitation treatment
for a month at the Geriatic ward and with the love
and prayers from all, mum and | were able to
sustain and see my father through to his recovery.
At this juncture, we know that the support of k-
group members, family, friends and church
members has played a pivotal role in our lives.
Their outpourings of love and care have all touched
us in one way or another.

| vividly remember on 10th December 2019 mum
called me saying that she needed to go back to the
place we stayed to have a good rest because she
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felt very tired. | needed to arrange someone to
pick her up from hospital and send me to hospital
and for a return trip that night as well. | called 3
persons and all were unable to help me due to
short notice. | cried to the Lord and God whispered
to me a certain friend's name. Without hesitation |
called her. She answered my call but told me her
whole family was actually in the airport and
waiting to board a flight. My heart sank and | was
starting to question our good Lord: how she can
help me when she is going for a family holiday? |
prayed and cried out to the Lord. Ten minutes later
she called me back to tell me that her hubby had
arranged someone to pick me up and bring me to
the hospital and later at night would bring my mum
to the hospital and send me home. What a relief! |
praised God for his arrangements. | recall
Philippians 4:19 And my God will meet all your
needs according to his glorious riches in Christ
Jesus.

God has worked AMAZINGLY through His angels
whom He sent to us in our hours of greatest needs.
The healing miracles that my beloved father has
received are beyond words and thankfulness. He is
recovering very well and gaining all his strengths,
both physically and mentally. There was one point
when he despised himself; again God’s angels
appeared to uplift him. My father was discharged
on 26th December 2019. We were so happy to
finally go home.

He continues his rehabilitation at home. It has
been more than 4 years now, I'm grateful to the
Lord that my father is independent and able to
carry out his own routine by his own strength. He is
now able to walk with the aid of a walking stick
and able to drive too.

God has healed him. He hears our prayers. He
will not forsake his children. Our Almighty God is a
great healer. Luke 1:37 For nothing is impossible
with God.

Our family would like to take this opportunity to
express our *SINCERE UTMOST APPRECIATION AND
GRATITUDE* to everyone who has contributed
directly or indirectly and did not cease showing the
SOLID support that has enabled us to walk through
this thorny journey.

*1 John 4:16* and so we know and rely on the
love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in
love lives in God, and God in them. Amen
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¢ Hui Kung

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ.

As Christians, we always wanted to do
something for God as a response to what He has
done for us through His son Jesus Christ. The most
frequent response given to us by fellow Christians
is the great commission in Matthew 28:18-20, that
we should share the gospel and make disciples. |
am sure you will agree with me that knowing and
doing are two different steps. We all struggle with
the doing step and the common question that pops
up into our mind is, do our hopes
and goals for our lives fulfil the
great commission? Are we living
according to God’s plan for each
one of us? Are we good Christians
in God’s eyes?

In the summer of 2023, | read

Christians Have in Common by

Foreword by Bob Buford
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Chip Ingram. | was deeply
inspired by the content of this
book because it offers practical
steps for becoming great
Christian in all areas of life, in
spiritual growth, family,
relationships and career. It
answered for me the question of
what | should do to fulfil the great commission.
What | should do to align my hopes and goal in life
with God’s plan.

It showed me how to become great in God's eyes
by applying the 10 common characteristics of great
Christians, using Scripture, personal stories, and
examples from extraordinary Christians who left
lasting legacy, the likes of Hudson Taylor, C.S.
Lewis, Dwight Moody and many others.

If | asked you today what your hopes and goals
for your lives are, | am sure your answers would be
how you wanted to be great in everything that you
do. For example, some of you would say that you

Chip Ingram
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wanted to be a great doctor, another could be a
great musician, great parents, great teachers, and
many other to accomplish great achievements. No
one would say that they wanted to be average in
their lives. Being average is nobody ambitions.

Most of us wanted to be great and successful in
our career to honour our parents. As Christian we
should apply the same reasoning to be great
Christian to honour God. We should not settle to be
an average Christian but a great Christian. Our
heavenly Father is a loving father, and He can
make something out of our lives as long as we are
humble, teachable and willing. He is in the
business of turning ordinary people into
extraordinary Christian.

Below is the table of the ten practices of great
Christians. | suggest we focus on one each month
of this year. It is March now, if we focused on one
each month, by the end of the year we would have
completed all ten practices by December 2024. In
addition, | encourage you to also read the book and
embark on this journey together. Let God’s will be
done on earth as it is in heaven in our lives. We
have no fear because he promised to be with us till
the end of the age.
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Dream Great
Dreams
At 2R
(June 2024)

Ephesians LA % A7
+ 3:20-21

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly
than all that we ask or think, according to the
power at work within us, to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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Pray Great John % 18 & In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly,
Prayers 16:23-24 | say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my
Bk _EH RE T B AR name, he will give it to you. Until now you have
& asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will
(July 2024) receive, that your joy may be full.
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Take Great Risks | Hebrew # fa % 47 | And without faith it is impossible to please him,
AEE AWK | 11:6 for whoever would draw near to God must believe

(August 2024)

that he exists and that he rewards those who seek
him.
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In Christ
Hui Kung

Read Great Romans # | Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
Books 4 12:2 | by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may
%] 52 52 #R WY discern what is the will of God, what is good and

& acceptable and perfect.

(March 2024)
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Think Great
Thoughts FiE ST b 45
BRAEHFWNE | 4:8

(April 2024)

A YR A,

Philippians | Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever
is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things.
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Make Great John #15 1& & Greater love has no one than this, that someone
Sacrifices 15248 lay down his life for his friends.
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(September

2024)

Enjoy Great Ecclesiastes f£i& | | perceived that there is nothing better for them
Moments # 3:12-13 than to be joyful and to do good as long as they
F X FI e live; also that everyone should eat and drink and
(October 2024) take pleasure in all his toil—this is God's gift to

man.
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Empower Great
People
BT E AT
—?i;

(November
2024)

2 Timothy 42 & &
Ja8 2:2

and what you have heard from me in the presence
of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who
will be able to teach others also.

XM Y EAREF S RAEAT R ARX BT Y, XHE
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Proverbs

N

Pursue Great
People

18 [ B A
(May 2024)

Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the
7 & 13:20 | companion of fools will suffer harm.
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Develop Great
Habits

7~ K B ST HY 3R
(December
2024)

1 Timothy #2 & &
" 4:8

for while bodily training is of some value, godliness
is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the
present life and also for the life to come.
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n September as spring arrived, Brother S organized

for the Evergreen Fellowship a trip to the harbor
and a walk along the Auckland waterfront. 14
brothers and sisters signed up to participate.

As usual, we gathered at the church at 9:20 on
Saturday morning, and prayer together, thanking
God for the beautiful weather

We then squeezed into three cars like excited
children, laughing and talking all the way to the city
center.

After getting off the cars at the Jellicoe car park,
we headed straight for the beach. We walked in the
bright sunshine and breathed in the warm sea air.

The blue sea water was sparkling, and on the
shore, four couples from the Evergreen Fellowship
were holding hands, smiling, and taking photos
together. This was a rare sight, and | couldn't help
but want to share it with everyone.

These heartwarming scenes reminded me of how,
just last August, the pastor spent two Saturdays
leading the Evergreen Fellowship in a detailed study
of 1 Peter 3:1-7.

Likewise, wives, be subject to your own
husbands, so that even if some do not
obey the word, they may be won without
a word by the conduct of their wives,
when they see your respectful and pure
conduct. Do not let your adorning be
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external—the braiding of hair and the
putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing
you wear— but let your adorning be the
hidden person of the heart with the
imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which in God's sight is very precious.
For this is how the holy women who hoped
in God used to adorn themselves, by
submitting to their own husbands, s Sarah
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you
are her children, if you do good and do not
fear anything that is frightening. Likewise,
husbands, live with your wives in an
understanding way, showing honor to the
woman as the weaker vessel, since they are
heirs with you of the grace of life, so that
your prayers may not be hindered. (ESV)

After delving into the scriptures, four elder brothers
candidly shared their observations and responsibilities
towards their wives, making us burst into laughter. I'll
spare you the 500 words that amused us...

It’s amazing to see these gray-haired elder brothers,
who were once naive and mischievous youths, now
becoming responsible husbands. It's truly by God's
grace. Even in their sixties, seventies, and eighties,
they still have hearts to share and to learn. How
adorable!

As we walked and took photos, unaware, Brother S
had already led us across the Wynyard Crossing bridge,
which can be raised and lowered, to the Maritime
Museum.

The museum’s exhibits resembled a ship, giving the
sensation of being at sea. It showcased the history and
stories of immigrating to New Zealand, posing an
intriguing question: were those who braved the waves
to immigrate to the island nation winners or losers?

After visiting the Maritime Museum, we felt tired and
hungry. Brother D had arranged lunch in advance,
costing only 16 NZD per person for 6 dishes and 1 soup.
It was truly economical. After lunch, we returned to
church, still reluctant to part ways, eager to hear
Brother S talk about post-pandemic Singapore.

Back home, we shared photos again in our WeChat
group...

Thank you, Jesus, for giving me brothers and sisters
like family, with whom | can go out, eat together, chat,
and grow in studying the Bible, nourishing our minds,
bodies, and spirits together.
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Matthew 9:36-37: “Let your speech always be
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how you ought to answer each person.”

This is Paul's exhortation to the Colossians to seize
the opportunity to evangelize and to interact with
outsiders with wisdom.

This is what | experienced and learned in the
midst of the layoff of an engineer in August 2023.

This employee showed hostility towards me
before consulting with the HR department. During
the negotiation with HR, he took things out of
context and fabricated allegations against me. At
that moment, | responded with a fiery tone in order
to refute his false accusations.

On the way home that day, | was listening to the
Bible in the car and | heard Colossians 4. Verse 6 hit
me like a ton of bricks, and | realized that | didn't
have the kind of character and behavior that a
Christian should have.

My tone lacked love, and | spoke with
impulsiveness and dissatisfaction with his work
performance (even though this employee hadn't
performed all year). If | am always vigilant in my
heart to be a witness and to glorify God, and not to
bring shame to the name of God, then | should be
careful in my heart. If | couldn't speak gently at that
moment, | should have at least kept quiet without
needing to defend myself.

Paul wants us to speak with a gentle tone that
reflects the goodness of the Savior, like the
gentleness and humility of Jesus Christ.
Communicating with non-believers in a proper tone
is the key to effectively witnessing for the Lord. As
Proverbs 15:1 says, "A soft answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger.”

Finally, | must remember the Lord Jesus' stern
and fearful teaching: "You are the salt of the earth,
but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to
be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet."
(Matthew 5:13).

| pray that the Lord will help me to have a calm
and gentle spirit; that | will be mindful of my tone
and behavior, and that | will always be careful in my
words and actions, so as not to bring shame to the
name of the Lord.

15 An Encounter
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vening, holding an umbrella, shielding myself

from the not-so-light winter rain, I stroll along
the shaded path, the cold wind ruthlessly
penetrating my hair and collar. This is truly a typical
winter evening in Auckland; everything is silent
except for the low hum of the rain, with a sense of
solitude as if | am the only one savoring it.

In the distance, a little Kiwi boy approaching.
School hours have long passed, and only his slender
figure wobbles through the gaps between the trees.
His faint footsteps echo on the empty road,
sounding somewhat desolate.

As he passes by me, he suddenly smiles warmly.
Startled from my reverie, | see him in the cold wind
and rain, without an umbrella, completely
drenched. | couldn't help but blurt out,

"It's raining, didn't you bring an umbrella?”

At that moment, | felt like a lonely traveler,
extending a caring greeting to another wandering
soul. Unexpectedly, the boy blurts out a long string
of English, and amidst it, | catch a sentence:

"Today was a really scary day, some really scary
things happened to me..."

Then, from deep within him, bursts a cry of
anguish, his face contorted, tears streaming down.

| stood there, momentarily stunned, feeling a
surge of pity. In broken English, | try to comfort him,

"It's okay, don't be sad, you're a good boy,
everything will get better..."

He responds with another string of English:

“It's no use... | don't know what to do, what to
make of it... | don't know why this is happening..."

With that, he breaks into another bout of
sobbing. | wished my English were better, that |
could understand his lament, offer him advice from
life experience, comfort him, perhaps pat him on
the shoulder, provide some warmth amidst the
storm...

But | couldn't. | just stood there, feeling like |
could do more for him—my spoken words
inadequate—simply watching him, listening to his
choked, incoherent murmurs. Unknowingly, tears
welled up in my eyes too.

Amidst teary eyes, he continues on his way,
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gradually fading into the distance. In life's journey,
we all face moments of distress and sadness.
Sometimes we play the role of the compassionate
one, sometimes we are the recipients of
compassion. When others needed care, we
generously extend our concern and sympathy;
conversely, in times of trouble, we humbly accept
the assistance of others.

After all, life is fleeting, passing in the blink of an
eye. We are but fleeting encounters in the vast sea
of humanity, each person moving forward towards
the future, seeking temporary warmth and solace in
the inn of the rainy night. The next moment, we go
our separate ways.

Indeed, life can be lonely, but humans are not
helpless. Despite being at the mercy of fate, there
is a Creator who truly cares for the inner pain and
helplessness of humanity. This heavenly Father, with
wise and deep love and mercy, cares for humanity.

"The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves
the crushed in spirit.”

"He watches over and protects His children with
His mighty arm."

"And he made from one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of
their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and
perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet
he is actually not far from each one of us, for “‘In
him we live and move and have our being’; as even
some of your own poets have said, “‘For we are
indeed his offspring.™ (Acts 17:26-28)

The Almighty hand of the Father upholds all
things, and He has predetermined the ups and
downs of human life. He arranges many
“coincidences” and “just happens,” and when the
time is ripe, according to His predetermined will,
everything is accomplished.

Today's encounter is not a coincidence. | hope
this little boy, in his sadness, can feel God's
benevolent support through a stranger. And for me,
it's a reminder to be grateful at all times, because in
life's journey, the hand of God's grace is ever
present.

Because of the love of the heavenly Father, life is
rich and beautiful!
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thankfulness in your hearts
to God.” (Colossians 3:16)
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We can all be joyful in the Lord's gathering. | hope we will
have more opportunities to get together in the future,
encourage each other, continue to grow together in the
Lord, love each other, and love the Lord and love others.
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The RCMC’s Adult Fellowship and ACMC’s Young Adult Fellowship had a fellowship with
each other. They counted the Lord's grace together. From the beginning, they started a
family gathering with a small number of people. Later, the members of the two churches |
separated and each carried out the Lord's mission. The most important thing is that when §
we look back at some photos, the people in them are still serving in the church \
_ wholeheartedly! The

programme included |
. thanksgiving, prayer, !

. photo sharing,
encouragement from
Pastor Chan Lai Liong, ¥
singing by RCMC’s
committee
members, and
finally sharing
and prayer by
the members of
the two
churches. The
~ fellowship

. ended with a
love feast.
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Invited Johan and his wife to share the OMF ministry and their mission work

Johan and Debbie joined OMF in 1993 and worked in Thailand for 14 years as church
partners and evangelists, finance manager and Bangkok Regional Director before returning
to Sydney, Australia for health reasons. Johan began a ministry reaching out to Thai people
in Sydney and was later appointed as the national director of the OMF Australia team. He
stepped down from the role after 11 years and moved to Auckland last year2022 to take up
the role of National Director of OMF New Zealand.
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Alpha #3 PBELIEFURE / AIKIFRZE
Set boundaries for youths / set boundaries for children
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Alpha #4 1EFEERIEE / ASEREIAIRKR
Culfivate healthy emotions / Teach healthy relationships
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Congratulations Sandy on winning first prize!
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Adult & Eversreen Fellowship - Hiking + Lunch
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The weather was just right, and it didn't start raining until we were on our way to the
restaurant. Thank you, Heavenly Father, for your blessmgs on us.
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Blue sky, whlte clouds good times, everyone hand in hand walkmg towards nature, lalala—
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Adult Fellowship preparing ingredients for tomorrow's church building
fundraiser... There’s not enough stove in the kitchen, so we're
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for
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MORE BLESSINGS ARE ON THE WAY...
¥ % o AURR AR H K

58






