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Today’s Message: 

Seek God’s Wisdom for 2025          
Psalm 90:1-17  

5
th

 January 2025, Week 1 
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    Holy Communion Service 
  

      Silent Prayer & Prelude                     

      Preparatory Hymn                       The Lord is in His Holy Temple 

      Call to Worship                              Psalm 29: 1-4, 11        

(stand)   Praise and Worship 

(stand)   Opening Prayer   

(stand)   Response to Prayer                                                                  Gloria Patri 

(stand)   Nicene Creed  

      Scripture Reading                       Psalm 90:1-17    

      Prayer of Illumination                          Lord Let my Heart be Good Soil 

             Sermon                                       Seek God’s Wisdom for 2025  

(stand)   Responsive Hymn                         Another Year is Dawning (HOP 426) 

      Tithes & Offerings      

(stand)   Offering Prayer & Hymn              We Give Thee But Thine Own 

      Welcome & Announcements 

             Holy Communion                                                             Holy, Holy, Holy 

                                                         Christ has Died / is Risen / will Come Again 

                                                                                        Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  

(stand)   Closing Anthem                                                        Now Unto Him      

(stand)   Benediction 

(stand)    Amen                                Four Fold Amen 

5th January 2025 
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1. Our tithes and offerings record for 29 December 2024  

 
 

 

2. Our Church Building Fundraising target for 2024: $1,100,000                         

 

 

                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

"For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also" (Matthew 6:21) 

Raised: $807,590     

         (29/12/2024) 
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3. If you would like to contribute to our Church Building Pledge, an online form is                           
available at https://rcmc.nz/cb-pledge/    

 

 

4. Aspiring writers out there? Our Christian Literature and Media ministry wants to hear 
from you ... 
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 5. Organised by CMCNZ Board of Music and Worship, in collaboration with                                    
Creative Journey Christian Worship and Music Ministry   

Register by 31 January 2025 using QR code or link below:  
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?
id=GHYnymtO20e3H7R6NWNN6xlkf8HDRnNMvy5ruq3VoghUNThFNElCNjZOUk5JSUFDRE82TkNONUpORCQlQCN

0PWcu&origin=QRCode&route=shorturl 

 

6. Final English service at Remuera CMC on 22 December 2024. 

... built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20) 
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 7.  A reflection: What is God building? And Why?  

       Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the                           
cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple                           

in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
(Ephesians 2:20-22) 

 

I sometimes like to watch home renovation shows, especially 
where a house or apartment is completely transformed from an 
eye-sore into something beautiful. It turns out that God is in the 
construction business, too. His building, though, is entirely                  
beyond what we could ever imagine. 

I used to live next to an empty field. One day, a backhoe showed up, and for the next few months, I 
watched as workers constructed a new home. Their first order of business? Digging the foundation. 

God’s construction project is the church – not a physical building, but the fellowship of all people who 
believe in Jesus Christ. His desire is for his followers to become a unified group and not remain a 
fragmented collection of individuals all doing their own thing. 

Let’s look at some of its characteristics. First of all, Jesus is the chief cornerstone, which determines 
the position of all the other stones in a structure. In other words, Christ is the pillar, anchor, or key   
element of the church. Without him, it loses its reason for being. 

The teachings of the New Testament (apostles) and the Old Testament (prophets) give the church its 
framework and identity. They are what distinguish it from other groups and set the boundaries of its 
doctrines and beliefs. 

And who are the bricks? We are. People. That is, all those who have trusted in Jesus as their Savior. 

Now we come to the most crucial question. What’s the purpose of the church? Why did God decide to 
put so much effort into building it? Is it so that we can come together on Sunday mornings to sing and 
listen to a sermon? Is it so that we can help the poor and needy? Is it so that we can be part of a 
group of believers that encourage us in our faith? All these things are fine and good, but they are only 
a means to an end and not the end itself. 

Paul gives us a clue to the answer by using the expressions “a holy temple” and “a dwelling place of 
God,” which in essence are the same thing. These words point to God’s desire for the church to be 
the place where he is active and visible on earth. All his attributes, such as his love, mercy, justice, 
and grace, should be on full display in the lives of his people. The church is to be where humanity can 
come to meet God. 

Yes, the church has often failed in this mission, but God knew this would be the case when he started 
the construction project. After all, he’s dealing with imperfect people. Nonetheless, his love for us kept 
him moving forward towards his ultimate goal: to reconcile to himself as many people as possible. For 
this to happen, he needs a group of dedicated followers who will show the world who he is. 

May our lives reflect the Lord to the people around us. May our local churches be known as “the place 
where God lives.” Otherwise, we’re missing the point. 

 

______________ 

Posted by Carol Schlorff on her blog “Bible and Soul” dated October 12, 2021 on https://bibleandsoul.com/ephesians-
220-22-what-is-god-building-and-why/  Accessed 4 January 2025. 


